
PhD Scholarship position:

Developing an specific attractive baiting station for the Asian Honeybee

(or) ‘Helping to rid Australia from the flying cane toad’.

The Asian honeybee (Apis cerana) is an invasive fast spreading and readily swarming species of honeybee that was accidentally introduced to Australia in 2007.  The first known swarm entered Cairns harbour by being concealed in the mast of a boat, and the species has since become established in a 50km radius around Cairns and Townsville.  Efforts by various government authorities to destroy the outbreak using conventional trapping means have unfortunately failed. Australia’s agricultural, environmental and public sectors are now faced with an additional biosecurity hazard.

 The aim of this project is to develop a lethal attractive baiting station that is specific to Apis cerana. We will exploit semiochemicals signaling and evaluate way of improving baiting station attractiveness specifically toward Apis cerana. Behavioural experiments in the field will be conducted to evaluate the attractiveness and specificity of our stations. 

We are seeking a PhD candidate to carry out field and laboratory experiments for this position. The candidate will be based at the University of Newcastle, NSW and would be expected to commence no later than November 2012.

The successful candidate must be able to:

· carry out precise and accurate experiments in the field and laboratory environment
· work effectively and show initiative 
· be capable of problem solving
- work independently (unsupervised) and as part of a multidisciplinary team.

- communicate effectively with a range of stakeholders, including academic and community groups, landholders and the general public.

- travel to and stay in remote locations for 2-3 week periods at a time.

A sound academic background in Biology, Animal Behaviour and/or Chemistry would be advantageous.

Does this sound like you? For further information please contact Dr David Guez at the School of Psychology, University of Newcastle.

Email: David.Guez@mac.com
Phone: +61 (0)2 4921 6782


